
Introduction 

Since 1989, the Council for Citizens Against Government Waste 
(CCAGW) has examined roll call votes to help identify which members 
of Congress have defended taxpayer interests and which have backed 
down on their promises of fiscal responsibility. The ratings separate the 
praiseworthy from the profligate by evaluating important tax, spending, 
transparency, and accountability measures. CCAGW applauds those 
members of Congress who stood up for taxpayers and ignored the 
temptations of satisfying local or special interests. However, those who 
supported a big-government agenda should be prepared to face the 
conse- quences for their spendthrift behavior. 

CCAGW’s 2012 Congressional Ratings, for the second session of the 
112th Con- gress, scored 76 votes in the House of Representatives and 
58 votes in the Senate. By comparison, in 2011, CCAGW rated 120 
votes in the House and 38 votes in the Senate. 

CCAGW rates members on a 0 to 100% scale. Members are placed in 
the following categories: 0-19% Hostile; 20-39% Unfriendly; 40-59% 
Lukewarm; 60-79% Friendly; 80-99% Taxpayer Hero; and 100% 
Taxpayer Super Hero. 

House and Senate Breakdown 

In the House, Reps. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), Mick Mulvaney (R-S.C.), 
Ben Quayle (R-Ariz.), Ed Royce (R-Calif.), and (now Senator) Jeff 
Flake (R-Ariz.) achieved the highest scores with a grade of 100 percent, 
earning the coveted title of Taxpayer Super Hero. No members earned 
a perfect score in 2011. In 2012, there were 142 Taxpayer Heroes with 
a grade of 80 percent or above, 87 percent higher than the 76 in 2011. 
Unlike 2011, when there were no zeroes in either the House or Senate, 
there were 13 zeroes in the House in 2012. 

In 2012, there were no Taxpayer Super Heroes in the Senate. In 2011, 
Sens. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) and Pat Toomey (R-Pa.) each scored 100 
percent. There were 26 Senate Taxpayer Heroes in 2012, 21 percent 
lower than the 33 in 2011. 

The second session marked the continuance of the divided Congress 
that was elected in 2010. The results in 2012 were therefore the same as 
in 2011, as the House of Representatives passed many waste-cutting 
bills, only to watch its hard work shut down when the legislation 
reached the Senate. 



Victories 

House 

New Loan Guarantees at the Department of Energy: Before the 
House passed H.R. 6213, which would prohibit the Department of 
Energy from issuing new loan guarantees for energy projects following 
the bankruptcy of Solyndra and other grantees, Rep. Henry Waxman 
(D-Calif.) tried to strike the prohibition from the bill. His amendment 
was defeated by a vote of 170-231. 

Tax Rate Extension: H.R. 8 extended all expiring 2001 and 2003 tax 
rates for one year, tied alternative minimum tax exemption amounts to 
inflation in 2012 and 2013 and extended the marriage penalty tax relief, 
the $1,000 child tax credit, and the 15 percent top rate on dividends and 
capital gains. It also kept the estate tax at its current levels. The bill 
passed by a vote of 256-171. 

Republican Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling Plan: This bill, H.R. 6082, 
would revise the Interior Department’s offshore oil and gas drilling 
plan by expanding the number of leases that could be reviewed from 15 
to 29. The bill passed by a vote of 253 to 170. 

Repeal of the Medical Device Tax: One of the most controversial 
funding mechanisms in the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) was a 2.3 
percent excise tax on medical devices. H.R. 436, the Health Care Cost 
Reduction Act of 2012, repealed the tax and made other modifications 
to Obamacare. The bill passed by a vote of 270-146. 

Funding for Certain National Science Foundation (NSF) Programs: 

Rep. Jeff Flake offered an amendment to H.R. 5326, the fiscal year 
(FY) 2013 Commerce, Justice, Science (CJS) Appropriations Act, to 
bar the use of funds in the bill to carry out the NSF’s political science 
program, which supports scientific research that advances knowledge 
and understanding of citizenship, government, and politics. Supporters 
argued that the program duplicated similar federal and state efforts. The 
Flake amendment passed by a vote of 218-208. 

Rep. Chip Cravaack (R-Minn.) offered an amendment to the bill to bar 
the use of funds to carry out the NSF’s Climate Change Education 
Partnership program. His amendment passed by a vote of 238-188. 

 



Senate 
Limits to Loan Marketing Payments (Farm Bill): Sen. Charles 
Grassley (R-Iowa) offered an amendment to S. 3240, the Agriculture 
Reform, ���Food, and Jobs Act of 2012 (or “Farm Bill”), to set payment 
limits for marketing loan gains and loan deficiency payments on certain 
agricultural commodities. Payments would be limited to no more than 
$75,000 for peanuts and other covered commodities. The amendment 
was one of the few positive reforms to an otherwise bloated piece of 
legislation, as it was agreed to by a vote of 75-24. 

Moratorium on Post Office Closures: Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W. Va.) 
offered an amendment to S. 1789, a bill to overhaul the U.S. Postal 
Service, that would place a two-year moratorium on the closure of post 
offices and mail processing facilities. The amendment was defeated by 
a vote of 43-53. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Losses 

House 
NASCAR Sponsorship: Rep. Jack Kingston (R-Ga.) offered an 
amendment to the FY 2013 Department of Defense Appropriations Act 
that would restrict the Pentagon’s sponsorship of NASCAR events and 
transfer the savings to a spending reduction account. Unfortunately, the 
amendment was defeated by a vote of 202–216. 

Across-the-Board Cuts: On May 8, 2012, Rep. Marsha Blackburn (R-
Tenn.) offered an amendment to H.R. 5326, the CJS appropriations bill, 
that would have cut spending across-the-board by 1 percent. The 
amendment was defeated by a vote of 160-251. 

On June 6, 2012, the House considered H.R. 5325, the FY 2013 Energy 
& Water Appropriations Act. Once again, Rep. Blackburn offered an 
amendment that cut 1 percent across-the-board, which was defeated by 
a vote of 157-261. 

Rep. Jeff Flake subsequently introduced an amendment to the same bill 
to provide a miniscule 0.27 across-the-board cut. This amendment lost 
by an even greater margin, 144-274, than Rep. Blackburn’s 1 percent 
cut. 

Pacific Salmon Populations: Rep. Paul Broun (R-Ga.) introduced an 
amendment to H.R. 5326 to reduce by $15 million the amount provided 
for expenses associated with the restoration of Pacific salmon 
populations and direct the same amount to the bill’s spending reduction 
account. This effort was defeated by a vote of 168-239. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Senate 
Repeal of the Sugar Program (Farm Bill): In one of the “sweetest” of 
sweetheart corporate welfare deals in Washington, the sugar industry 
enjoys protection from competition, while consumers are forced to pay 
unnecessarily high sugar prices. On June 13, 2012, through an arcane 
series of parliamentary procedures, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
(D-Nev.) offered a motion to kill an amendment that would have 
repealed the Soviet-style federal price-support program for sugar, 
eliminating the funding entirely for crop year 2015. Sen. Reid’s 
amendment passed by a vote of 50-46, and the effort to repeal the sugar 
program was thus defeated.  

Prohibition of Earmarks. During debate on S. 2038, the Stop Trading 
on Congressional Knowledge (STOCK) Act, which would have banned 
congressional insider trading, Sen. Pat Toomey offered an amendment 
that would permanently ban earmarking. The proposal was defeated by 
a vote of 40-59. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Further Analysis 

CCAGW also analyzed ratings based on party affiliation and House 
membership in the Republican Study Committee. The averages were: 
Senate Republicans – 80 percent, down 5 percentage points from their 
85 percent score in 2011; Senate Democrats – 10 percent, down 7 
percentage points from their 17 percent score in 2011; House 
Republicans – 80 percent, up 11 percentage points from their 69 
percent score in 2011; House Democrats – 8 percent, down 4 
percentage points from their 12 percent score in 2012; House 
Republican Study Committee – 84 percent, up 11 percentage points 
from their 73 percent score in 2011. 

CCAGW congratulates the members who stood by taxpayers and 
championed fiscal responsibility throughout the second session of the 
112nd Congress and encourages the constituents of the non-heroes to 
demand better results in the future. 

 

 

 

 

	  


