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February 1, 2016 
 
Dear Delegate, 
 
Tomorrow the Health, Welfare, and Institutions Subcommittee #1 will consider H.B. 1204, the Virginia 
Health Care Access Fund.  This is nothing more than a backdoor to Medicaid expansion.  On behalf of the 
more than 40,000 members and supporters of the Council for Citizens Against Government Waste 
(CCAGW) in the Commonwealth of Virginia, I ask that you oppose this legislation. 
 
H.B. 1204 will create a non-reverting account called the Health Care Access Fund and will utilize funding 
provided for Medicaid expansion under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), better known as Obamacare.  
Any healthcare provider who provides services “free of charge” to newly Medicaid-eligible individuals as 
defined under ACA, may submit a request to the Director of the Department of Medical Assistance 
Services for a grant, or payment, from the fund as reimbursement for their services. 
 
Governor Terry McAuliffe has already attempted to expand Medicaid and the Virginia Assembly has 
stood firm in opposing this costly action.  Furthermore, with the federal debt fast approaching $19 
trillion, any monies Washington is providing is borrowed from future generations.  Therefore, while the 
federal government claims it will fund 95 percent of Medicaid expansion now, and supposedly 90 
percent in 2020 and beyond, it would be imprudent for legislators to find a tricky way to use Medicaid 
expansion dollars and count on that funding percentage in the future. 
 
When Speaker of the House Paul Ryan (R-Wisc.) was chairman of the House Budget Committee, he said, 
“The fastest thing that’s going to go when we’re cutting spending in Washington is a 100 or 90 percent 
match rate for Medicaid. … It doesn’t matter if Republicans are running Congress or Democrats are 
running Congress.  There’s no way we’re going to keep those match rates like that.”  In fact, President 
Obama offered to cut the reimbursement rate to states during the fiscal year 2012 budget negotiations. 
 
Do not succumb to the lure of “free” federal money.  I encourage you not to thwart the will of Virginians 
and to reject this legislation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Thomas Schatz 
President 
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